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[bookmark: _Hlk488678099]The following policy and procedures will be adhered to by the Maritime Helicopters Inc. company in the use of this FAR Part 135 Minimum Equipment List (MEL):

It is the pilot in command's responsibility to become thoroughly familiar with the policy and procedures concerning the use of MEL. All items related to the airworthiness of the aircraft and not included on the MEL are required to be fully and properly operative.

If an inoperative item requires a Maintenance procedure, that procedure must be accomplished and recorded in accordance with FAR Sections 43.9, 91.405 and 135.411 prior to flight.

When the discrepancy is corrected, the person performing the maintenance will record it in accordance with FAR Section 43.9.  Inoperative items allowed by the MEL must be corrected no later than the period specified by the letters (A, B, C, D). As soon as practical after discovering the failure, Maritime Helicopters shall make arrangements at his home base or at a suitably equipped repair facility to accommodate the repairs within the limitations if the aircraft is to be kept in service.

An item which is inoperative, but required by special flight conditions, will be repaired before operating in those conditions. The Maritime Helicopters Inc. company will ensure that all discrepancies are recorded in the aircraft maintenance report. The Discrepancy Report and Deferral Report must be on board the aircraft during flight operations so the pilot in command may be aware of any inoperative instruments or equipment. The operator will comply with the TRAINING PROCEDURE included in this document for all pilots who are authorized to utilize the MEL.

Maintenance personnel shall be informed and trained (when applicable) that an MEL is being utilized. The operator or PIC
shall ensure that the proper log and DISCREPANCY REPORT entries are made by maintenance personnel when appropriate. The PIC or Maintenance personnel shall ensure the proper placards are affixed per the MEL as applicable.

GENERAL

The pilot in command (PIC) shall make the final decision to defer based on:

a. This minimum equipment list.
b. All applicable Federal Aviation Regulations.
c. All applicable Airworthiness Directives.
d. Good judgment.
e. Input from maintenance personnel, when applicable.

PLACARDS

The crewmember (For an (O) procedure) or the maintenance personnel or PIC, when authorized, (For an (M) procedure) shall affix the required placard. If the (M) procedure states PIC for Flight Crewmember, pilot placarding is authorized.

PLACARD PROCEDURE

a. Remove a red sticker from the envelope inside the operations manual and attach to or near the affected control of the inoperative item. Date the sticker with the current day's date and MEL Item and System number.
b. The pilot or mechanic will also enter in the "Discrepancies column of the daily sheet of the Aircraft Flight and Maintenance Log Book, the inoperative unit with the MEL item number _________. (ie. 2841-01 for Fuel quantity gauge) 
















[bookmark: _Hlk488678130]Duties and Responsibilities

· The pilot or mechanic is responsible for the discovery and initiation of all MEL requests and notification to either the Fairbanks Maintenance Lead or the Chief Inspector.  
· The Chief Inspector will be responsible to track all MEL items, status of parts and repair processes.
· The Director of Maintenance shall retain overall responsibility for MEL management.

Method of Tracking

MEL discrepancies shall be tracked by the Chief Inspector for all aircraft reporting to the Homer Base and the Fairbanks Maintenance Lead for aircraft reporting to Fairbanks.  This will include number of items per aircraft, reason for any delay in repair, length of delay and an estimated date item will be repaired.

Plan for Repair

MEL deferrals that will not be corrected by simple part(s) replacement shall be discussed with either the Fairbanks Maintenance Manager or Chief Inspector.  Arrangement will be made for any specialized tooling and/or facilities to correct the discrepancy.

Unavailability of Parts

If parts are not on hand they must be ordered with the quickest possible shipping method that will have the part arrive and be able to installed prior to the end of the allowed deferral timeframe. If a vendors indicate there will be any delay in filling an order, a expected delivery date shall be requested. 

Procedure for controlling Extensions

[bookmark: _GoBack]MEL items may not be rectified prior to the allotted Category time due to possible to parts delays or access to suitable repair facilities. In these instances, a MEL extension request shall be sent to the Flight Standards District Office certificated team responsible for Maritime Helicopters.  Included in the request shall be the reason for the delay and a plan of action to correct the discrepancy.
