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	Federal Aviation
Administration

	MMEL Policy Letter 111 Revision 1

	Date:
	January 29, 2004

	To:
	All Region Flight Standards Division Managers
All Aircraft Evaluation Group Managers

	From:
	Manager, Air Transportation Division, AFS-200

	Reply to Attn of:
	Manager, Technical Programs Branch, AFS-260

	SUBJECT:
	MMEL Policy for Inoperative Standby Attitude Indicator

	MMEL CODE:
	34 (Navigation)

	REFERENCE:
	14 CFR  121.305




PURPOSE:

The purpose of this policy letter is to provide standardized guidance to the Flight Operations Evaluation Boards (FOEBs) for Master Minimum Equipment List (MMEL) relief for the Standby Attitude Indicator.

DISCUSSION: 

Revision 1 Clarifies verbiage used in provisos of "VFR on top" conditions.  In the original PL, the term "VFR on top" was used in proviso b) in order to make sure an aircraft without a standby ADI would not be subject to going into the clouds if an emergency enroute diversion was necessary.  However, "VFR on top" is not a standard FAA term.  This term has been replaced with "over-the-top", since this term is defined in FAR part 1 and is also used in FAR part 91.507.  FAR part 1 definitions state:  "over-the-top" means above the layer of clouds or other obscuring phenomena forming the ceiling.  This would cover both IFR and VFR type operations.  This change maintains the intent of the policy, while utilizing standard FAA terminology. 

Repair categories and provisos for Standby Attitude Indicator MMEL relief are not standardized among fleets. MMEL repair categories range from "A - two flight days" to "C". There is some standardization in the provisos, in that all MMELs that grant relief restrict operations to DAY, Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC). Some MMELs have other restrictions in addition to Day, VMC and some MMELs do not provide relief for the Standby Attitude Indicator at all.

Through the FOEB process, and analysis of failure and next critical failure scenarios, it has been determined that an acceptable level of safety can be maintained for dispatch with inoperative Standby Attitude Indicator(s) provided flight is restricted to Day VMC and VFR-on-top operations are not allowed. To ensure uniform application of MMEL relief for Standby Attitude Indicators, the Flight Operations Policy Board has adopted standardized repair categories and provisos, which will minimize air carrier exposure to flights with inoperative Standby Attitude Indicators.
POLICY:  

FOEB Chairman shall review all of their MMELs to determine those that provide Standby Attitude Indicator relief. Any MMEL that grants relief for the Standby Attitude Indicator must be changed to use the following provisos. For those aircraft that may have more than one Standby Attitude Indicator, that meets the criteria established by Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) section 121.305, the FOEB Chairman may grant Category C relief for those additional Standby Attitude Indicators.

The following standard MMEL proviso and repair category is adopted to provide standardization among all MMELs.

	34 NAVIGATION
	
	
	
	

	34-XX  Standby Attitude
 Indicator
	C
	-
	0
	May be inoperative provided not required by FAR.

	
	B
	-
	0
	May be inoperative provided:

a) Operations are conducted in Day VMC only, and

b) Operations are not conducted into known or forecast over-the-top conditions.

	
	
	
	
	


Each Flight Operations Evaluation Board (FOEB) Chairman should apply this Policy to affected MMELs through the normal FOEB process.

Matthew J Schack,  Manager,

Air Transportation Division, AFS-200

PL-111, Rev 1 reformatted 01/20/2010 with no change in content.
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